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Core sector growth rises to 4.4% in 
May
Growth in production in the eight key 
infrastructure sectors hit a six-month high 
of 4.4 per cent in May, after two 
consecutive months of decline, indicating 
a recovery in industrial activity. The index 
of these eight core sectors grew 3.8 per 
cent in the corresponding month last year. 
In February this year, the eight sectors 
had recorded growth of 1.4 per cent. 
Cumulatively, growth in the eight core 
sectors - coal, crude oil, natural gas, 
refinery products, fertilisers, steel, 
cement and e4ectricity in the first two 
months of this financial year fell to 2.1 per 
cent from 4.7 per cent in April-May 
2014-15. This was largely because in 
April, output declined 0.4 per cent, 
according to data re4eased by the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. In 
May, production of refinery products 
jumped 7.9 per cent, against contraction 
of one per cent, 1.3 per cent and 2.9 per 
cent in February, March and April, 
respectively.
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